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			#14 Cognac: what is the double distillation process?
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During tours or tastings, you probably have heard about the famous double distillation process so specific to the Charente area. Let’s discover this unique technique and its numerous benefits on our precious liquid…




“Finally, it is the ancient know-how from Charente that enables us, with all the stages from vinification to distillation, to extract the best of the grapes by giving birth to eaux-de-vie with a great diversity, representing each one of the crus”, explained Anne Sarteaux, cellar master at Meukow.




Definition of Double Distillation




The double distillation was invented in the XVIIe century by the English and it was then spread to Charente. The distillation takes place in two “chauffes” thanks to an alembic called “charentais” generally made on red copper and with a very distinct shape with its boiler, swan neck and its coil. The white wine, harvested in the registered designations of origin, are introduced in the boiler to be brought to the boil. The alcohol vapours condense pour create the “brouillis”, a cloudy liquid with an alcohol volume of 28 % to 32 % volume.The “brouillis” is then put back into the boiler for a second distillation, called “the bonne chauffe”. For this second round, the boiler capacity can’t exceed 30 hectolitres, as explained by the website Cognac Destination.
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The Art of Distillation




This Charentaise double distillation, also called “à feu nu” (naked fire), lasts for 24 hours and requires an undivided attention and a lot of mastery from the distiller in order to give the cognac all its character. By law, the distillation must be finished on the 31st of March – at the latest – following the harvest.
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			#01 So, it’s that time of the year again?

		
And trust us we are ready, for a garden party with friends. So you got…
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			#02 What Cognac shoud I be buying?

		
A guide for newcomers Hi! Welcome to the world of cognac. If you’re reading this…

			
				Read more [image: ]			

		


[image: ]


			#03 Chocolate + Cognac = Match Made in Heaven for your tastebuds!

		
Amaze your guests this Easter with our recipe! Your house has been decked out in…
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			#04 Time to shine a light on a stellar cocktail, the Lunar Eclipse!

		
Today is a special day as we will get to see a lunar eclipse. And…
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			#05 VS, VSOP, XO : quick guide on how to choose your cognac.

		
When buying a cognac, it is not always that simple to find what you’re looking…
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			#06 Want to try a barbecue recipe made with cognac?

		
How about trying something new and surprising for your summer meals like cognac infused chicken…
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			#07 The Perfect Pear, absolute pe(a)rfection of a cocktail!

		
Discover The Perfect Pear, a cocktail recipe from our very own mixologist inspired by a…

			
				Read more [image: ]			

		


[image: ]


			#08 Quick guide to understand the different Cognac crus

		
Between Grande and Petite Champagne, Fins Bois and Bon Bois, it’s not easy to make…
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			#09 On the prowl for a vivifying cocktail? Discover The Huntress!

		
And what if we were to mix Jägermeister with Meukow cognac and citrus? What will…
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			#10 Why is cognac a geographical indication (GI) ?

		
Have you ever wondered what the letters IG stand for? Have you ever wondered what…
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			#11 Festive season: 3 good recipes to succeed with cognac

		
What if you take advantage of the festive season to try something new and surprise…
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			#12 Cognac: what are the 3 points to check on the label?

		
Between cognac, brandy and liqueur, it is not always easy to know the difference ……
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			#13 Looking for the ideal cocktail for Valentine’s Day? Discover our Table for Two…

		
Do you want to celebrate the unique alchemy between your partner and you for Valentine’s…
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			#14 Cognac: what is the double distillation process?

		
During tours or tastings, you probably have heard about the famous double distillation process so…
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